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WELCOME & Introduction (please remain seated) 

 

 

We meet in the presence of God 

who knows our needs, feels our pain, 

and shares our joy.  

 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Seekers go out to their own activity 

 

 
 
 
 



3 

 

HYMN  769 - Rejoice! The Lord is King 
 

 

1  Rejoice, the Lord is King! 
Your Lord and King adore; 
Mortals, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 
 

Lift up your heart,  
lift up your voice;  
rejoice, again I say rejoice. 
 
2  Jesus the Saviour reigns, 
The God of truth and love; 
When he had purged our stains, 
He took his seat above. 
 

Lift up your heart,  
lift up your voice;  
rejoice, again I say rejoice. 
 
3  His kingdom cannot fail; 
He rules o’er earth and heaven; 
The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus given. 
 

Lift up your heart,  
lift up your voice;  
rejoice, again I say rejoice. 
 
4  He sits at God’s right hand 
Till all his foes submit, 
And bow to his command, 
And fall beneath his feet. 
 

Lift up your heart,  
lift up your voice;  
rejoice, again I say rejoice. 
 
5  Rejoice in glorious hope, 
Jesus the judge shall come 
And take his servants up 
To their eternal home. 
 

We soon shall hear the Archangels voice 
The trump of God shall sound: Rejoice 
 

CHARLES WESLEY (1707-1788) 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 
We are invited to confess what we have done wrong using these words 
 

God so loved the world  

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ  

to save us from our sins,  

to be our advocate in heaven,  

and to bring us to eternal life.  

Therefore let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,  

firmly resolved to keep God's commandments  

and to live in love and peace with all. 

 

 
 
Confession (please sit or kneel) 
 

Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

 

 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us, 

pardon and deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all 

goodness, and keep us in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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THE GLORIA  

(If you are able, please stand to sing the Gloria) 

 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 

Glory to God in the Highest and peace to his people on earth,  

Lord God, Heavenly King, Almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father. Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 

 

For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 

 

 
 
 
THE COLLECT (Prayer of the week - found on the pew sheet) 
 

Faithful Lord, 

whose steadfast love never ceases 

and whose mercies never come to an end: 

grant us the grace to trust you 

and to receive the gifts of your love, 

new every morning, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

(Please sit) 

 

 

BIBLE READING  

New Testament: Philippians 4: 1-9 Read by Augustine 

 

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 

stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. I urge Euodia and I urge 

Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, 

my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside 

me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my 

co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the Lord 

always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near.  

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, 

whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 

there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on 

doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen 

in me, and the God of peace will be with you.  

 

 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 38 - Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding. 
 
1  Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding; 
"Christ is nigh," it seems to say; 
"Cast away the dreams of darkness, 
O ye children of the day."  
 
2  Wakened by the solemn warning, 
Let the earthbound soul arise; 
Christ her Sun, all ill dispelling, 
Shines upon the morning skies.  
 
3  Lo, the Lamb so long expected, 
Comes with pardon down from heaven; 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
One and all to be forgiven.  
 
4  That when next He comes with glory, 
And the world is wrapped in fear, 
With his mercy he may shield us, 
And with words of love draw near. 
 
5  Honour, glory, might, and blessing 
To the Father and the Son, 
with the everlasting Spirit. 
While eternal ages run. 
 
EDWARD CASWALL (1814 – 1878) 
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 22: 1-14 

(Please remain standing) 

 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  

one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty. 

Alleluia! 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his 

son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding 

banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, 

“Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my 

oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; 

come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, 

one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, 

maltreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his 

troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said 

to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 

Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 

wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered 

all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled 

with guests. ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a 

man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, 

“Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was 

speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and 

foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON Canon Simon 

 

 

 

 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

(If you would like to, please stand as we affirm our faith) 

 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Led by Sarah 

(Please sit or kneel) 

 

Lord, in your mercy,  

Receive our prayer. 

 

At the end: 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 
 

NOTICES AND TIME OF SHARING 
 

Faith seekers return 

 
 

 

 

 

THE PEACE  

(If you would like to, please stand) 

 

 

We are the body of Christ, 

by one spirit we were all baptised into one body. 

Let us pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life.  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

 

Deacon: Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN   810 - Thou, whose almighty word. 
 

(During the hymn the bread & wine are brought forward and the altar is 
prepared) 
 
1  Thou, whose almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight; 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and, where the Gospel day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light! 
 
2  Thou who didst come to bring 
on thy redeeming wing 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind, 
O now to all mankind, 
let there be light! 
 
3  Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving holy Dove, 
speed forth thy flight! 
Move on the waters' face 
bearing the lamp of grace, 
and, in earth's darkest place, 
let there be light! 
 
4  Holy and blessèd Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might; 
boundless as ocean's tide, 
rolling in fullest pride, 
through the earth far and wide, 
let there be light! 
 
JOHN MARRIOTT (1780-1825) 

 
 



12 

 

With this bread that we bring 
we shall remember Jesus. 
 
With this wine that we bring 
we shall remember Jesus. 
 
Bread for his body, wine for his blood, gifts from God to his table we 
bring. 
we shall remember Jesus. 
 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (please sit or kneel)  
 

The Choir may remain standing 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise! 

 

 

Lord of all life, 

you created the universe 

where all living things reflect your glory. 

You give us this great and beautiful earth 

to discover and to cherish. 

 

You sent your Son to live among us, 

Jesus our Saviour, Mary’s child. 

He suffered on the cross; 

he died to save us from our sins; 

he rose in glory from the dead,  

and we share his risen life.  
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You send your Spirit 

to bring new life to the world, 

and clothe us with power from on high. 

And so we join the angels 

to celebrate and sing: 

 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

Father, on the night before he died, 

Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 

He took the bread and thanked you. 

He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. 

He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you. 

This is my blood, the new promise of God’s unfailing love. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

Father, as we bring this bread and wine, 

and remember his death and resurrection, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share these gifts 

may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood. 
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Pour your Spirit on us 

that we may love one another, 

work for the healing of the earth, 

and share the good news of Jesus, 

as we wait for his coming in glory. 

 

 

Great is the mystery of faith. 

 

Christ has died;  

Christ is risen; 

Christ will come again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

United as one body, we pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom in 

heaven and on earth, using the words our Saviour taught us:  

  

Our Father in heaven  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  

now and forever. Amen.  
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  

Though we are many, we are one body  

because we all share in one bread.   

 

 

The Agnus Dei is sung: 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

grant us peace. 

 

 

All are welcome to come forward to receive the bread and the wine or a 

blessing. It is helpful for us if you say your name when you come to the 

front. The choir will receive Holy Communion first at the High Altar, 

followed by the rest of the congregation who will receive Holy 

Communion at the Chancel step.  

 

An anthem is usually sung by the Choir and then a Hymn is also sung 

during communion (please remain seated)  

 

 

Draw near with faith.  

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you,  

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,  

and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

 

Anthem Lamb of God (Webbe) 
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HYMN  455 - My God, and is thy table spread. 
 

1  My God, and is thy table spread, 
and doth thy cup with love o’erflow? 
Thither be all thy children led, 
and let them all thy sweetness know. 
 
2  Hail, sacred feast which Jesus makes, 
rich banquet of his flesh and blood! 
Thrice happy he, who here partakes 
that sacred stream, that heavenly food. 
 
3  Why are its bounties all in vain 
Before unwilling hearts displayed? 
Was not for them the victim slain 
Are they forbid the children’s bread? 
 
4  O let thy table honoured be, 
and furnished well with joyful guests; 
and may each soul salvation see, 
that here its sacred pledges tastes. 
 
PHILIP DODDRIDGE (1702-1751) 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
Holy and blessed God, 
you have fed us with the body and blood of your Son 
and filled us with your Holy Spirit: 
may we honour you, 
not only with our lips 
but in lives dedicated to the service of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
 
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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HYMN 650 - Great is thy faithfulness. 
 
1  Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
2  Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.  
 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
3  Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  
 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
THOMAS O. CHISHOLM (1866 – 1960) 
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THE BLESSING 

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be upon you and remain with you, be upon those you love,  

pray for and care for now and for evermore. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 


