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WELCOME & Introduction (please remain seated)

We meet in the presence of God

who knows our needs, feels our pain,
and shares our joy.

This is the day that the Lord has made.
We will rejoice and be glad in it.

Faith seekers go to their own activity



HYMN 823 — Who would true valour see

1 Who would true valour see,
Let him come hither,

One here will constant be,
Come wind, come weather.
There's no discouragement
shall make him once relent
his first avowed intent

to be a pilgrim.

2 Whoso beset him round
with dismal stories

do but themselves confound
his strength the more is.

No lion can him fright;

He’ll with a giant fight,

But he will have the right

to be a pilgrim.

3 Hobgoblin nor foul fiend
Can daunt his spirit,

He knows he at the end,
shall life inherit.

Then fancies fly away!
He’ll not fear what men say,
He’ll labour night and day
to be a pilgrim.

JOHN BUNYAN (1628-1688)



Prayers of Penitence

We are invited to confess what we have done wrong using these
words

God so loved the world

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ

to save us from our sins,

to be our advocate in heaven,

and to bring us to eternal life.

Therefore let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God's commandments

and to live in love and peace with all.

Confession (please sit or kneel)

Most merciful God,

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.

In your mercy forgive what we have been,

help us to amend what we are,

and direct what we shall be;

that we may do justly, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon
us, pardon and deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen
us in all goodness, and keep us in life eternal; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.



THE GLORIA
(If you are able, please stand to sing the Gloria)

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the Highest and peace to his people on earth,
Lord God, Heavenly King, Almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father. Lord God, Lamb of
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.
For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

THE COLLECT (Prayer of the week - found on the pew sheet)

Merciful God,

teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty,

that trusting in your word

and obeying your will

we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
(Please sit)

BIBLE READING Read by Kay N

New Testament: 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you
was not in vain, but though we had already suffered and been
shamefully maltreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in
our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great
opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure
motives or trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to
please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know
and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or
with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether
from you or from others, though we might have made demands as
apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse
tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you
that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God
but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.

For the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



HYMN 284 - For the fruits of all creation

1 For the fruits of all creation,
Thanks be to God;

For the gifts to every nation,

Thanks be to God;

For the ploughing, sowing, reaping,
Silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth’s safe keeping,
Thanks be to God.

2 In the just reward of labour,
God’s will is done;

In the help we give our neighbour,
God'’s will is done;

In our world-wide task of caring
For the hungry and despairing,

In the harvests we are sharing,
God’s will is done.

3 For the harvests of his Spirit,
Thanks be to God;

For the good we all inherit,

Thanks be to God;

For the wonders that astound us,
For the truths that still confound us,
Most of all, that love has found us,
Thanks be to God.

Words: F Pratt Green (1903-2000), © Stainer & Bell



GOSPEL READING Matthew 22: 34-end
(Please remain standing)

Alleluia, alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Alleluia!

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees,
they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a
question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the
greatest?’ He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the
greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall
love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.’

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them
this question:

‘What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to
him, “The son of David.” He said to them, ‘How is it then that David
by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,

“The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until | put your
enemies under your feet”? If David thus calls him Lord, how can he
be his son?’ No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that
day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Sarah

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
(If you would like to, please stand as we affirm our faith)

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.

We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Led by Rev Jim
(Please sit or kneel)

Lord, in your mercy,
Receive our prayer.

At the end:

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Faith seekers return

NOTICES AND TIME OF SHARING

THE PEACE
(If you would like to, please stand)

We are the body of Christ,
by one spirit we were all baptised into one body.

Let us pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common

life.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Deacon: Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
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OFFERTORY HYMN 604 — Brother, sister, let me serve you

(During the hymn the bread & wine are brought forward and the altar
is prepared)

1 Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;

pray that | may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

2 We are pilgrims on a journey,
And companions on the road;
we are here to help each other.
walk the mile and bear the load.

3 I will hold the Christ-light for you
in the night-time of your fear;

I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

4 | will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I'll laugh with you;

I will share your joy and sorrow

till we’ve seen this journey through.

5 When we sing to God in heaven
we shall find such harmony,

born of all we’ve known together
of Christ’s love and agony.

6 Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;

pray that | may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

RICHARD A. M. GILLARD (b. 1953)

11



With this bread that we bring
we shall remember Jesus.

With this wine that we bring
we shall remember Jesus.

Bread for his body, wine for his blood, gifts from God to his table we
bring.
we shall remember Jesus.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (please sit or kneel)
The Choir may remain standing

The Lord be with you
and also with you

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise!

Lord of all life,

you created the universe

where all living things reflect your glory.
You give us this great and beautiful earth
to discover and to cherish.

You sent your Son to live among us,
Jesus our Saviour, Mary’s child.

He suffered on the cross;

he died to save us from our sins;

he rose in glory from the dead,

and we share his risen life.
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You send your Spirit

to bring new life to the world,

and clothe us with power from on high.
And so we join the angels

to celebrate and sing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

Father, on the night before he died,

Jesus shared a meal with his friends.

He took the bread and thanked you.

He broke it, and gave it to them, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.

After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine.

He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you.

This is my blood, the new promise of God’s unfailing love.
Do this in remembrance of me.

Father, as we bring this bread and wine,
and remember his death and resurrection,
send your Holy Spirit,

that we who share these gifts

may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood.
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Pour your Spirit on us

that we may love one another,
work for the healing of the earth,
and share the good news of Jesus,
as we wait for his coming in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith.

Christ has died;
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

United as one body, we pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom in
heaven and on earth, using the words our Saviour taught us:

Our Father in heaven

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body
because we all share in one bread.

The Agnus Dei is sung:

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

All are welcome to come forward to receive the bread and the wine or
a blessing. It is helpful for us if you say your name when you come to
the front. The choir will receive Holy Communion first at the High Altar,
followed by the rest of the congregation who will receive Holy
Communion at the Chancel step.

An anthem is usually sung by the Choir and then a Hymn is also
sung during communion (please remain seated)

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Anthem Prayer of St. Teresa (Ogden)
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HYMN 463 — Strengthen for service

1 Strengthen for service, Lord,

the hands that holy things have taken;
let ears that now have heard thy songs
to clamour never waken.

2 Lord, may the tongues which ‘Holy’ sang
keep free from all deceiving;

the eyes which saw thy love be bright,

thy blesséd hope perceiving.

3 The feet that tread thy holy courts
from light do thou not banish;

the bodies by thy Body fed

with thy new life replenish.

translated by Charles William Humphreys (1840-1921) and Percy Dearmer (1867—
1936)

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Said by a minister and found on the weekly pew sheet.

God of all grace,

your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry

with the bread of his life

and the word of his kingdom:

renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness

sustain us by your true and living bread;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
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THANKSGIVING PRAYER

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off

you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ's body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,

and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN 814 — Thy hand, O God, has guided

1 Thy hand, O God, has guided
thy flock, from age to age;

the wondrous tale is written,

full clear, on every page;

our fathers owned thy goodness,
and we their deeds record;

and both of this bear witness;
one church, one faith, one Lord.

2 Thy heralds brought glad tidings
to greatest as to least;

they bade men rise, and hasten

to share the great King's feast;
and this was all their teaching,

in every deed and word,

to all alike proclaiming

one church, one faith, one Lord.
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3 When shadows thick were falling,
And all seemed sunk in night,

Thou, Lord, didst send thy servants,
Thy chosen sons of light.

On them and on thy people

Thy plenteous grace was poured,
And this was still their message;
One church, one faith, one Lord.

4 Through many a day of darkness,
through many a scene of strife,

the faithful few fought bravely,

to guard the nation's life.

Their gospel of redemption,

sin pardoned, man restored,

was all in this enfolded:

one church, one faith, one Lord.

5 And we, shall we be faithless?
shall hearts fail, heads hang down?
shall we evade the conflict,

and cast away our crown?

Not so: in God's deep counsels
some better thing is stored;

we will maintain, unflinching,

one church, one faith, one Lord.

6 Thy mercy will not fail us,
nor leave thy work undone;
with thy right hand to help us,
thy victory shall be won;

and then, by men and angels,
thy name shall be adored,

and this shall be their anthem:
one church, one faith, one Lord.

EDWARD HAYES PLUMPTRE (1821-1891)

18



THE BLESSING

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy

Spirit, be upon you and remain with you, be upon those you love,
pray for and care for now and for evermore. Amen.

THE DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

or
By the power of the Spirit, we take into our community the peace

and love of God.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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