Holy Communion for the EASTER SEASON

Please feel free to sit or stand as you feel most comfortable. Congregational
responses are usually shown in bold type, where these are also in italics they
are normally sung.

Today is a slightly shorter service as we have the APCM following

WELCOME & Introduction

Lord of all life, God of Easter

all living things reflect your glory.
Restore and heal all that is wounded
Roll back the stone of prejudice and fear
Release the signs of spring

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!



HYMN 227 - Crown him with many crowns

Crown him with many crowns,

the Lamb upon his throne;

hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own!

Awake, my soul, and sing

of him who died for thee,

and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity.

Crown him the Virgin’s Son,

the God incarnate born,

whose arm those crimson trophies won
which now his brow adorn:

Fruit of the mystic Rose,

as of that Rose the Stem;

the Root whence mercy ever flows,

the Babe of Bethlehem.

Crown him the Lord of love;

behold his hands and side,

those wounds yet visible above

in beauty glorified:

no angel in the sky

can fully bear that sight,

but downward bends his burning eye
at mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of peace,

whose power a sceptre sways

from pole to pole, that wars may cease,
and all be prayer and praise:

his reign shall know no end,

and round his piercéd feet

fair flowers of paradise extend

their fragrance ever sweet.

Crown him the Lord of years,
the Potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime:

, o
all hail, Redeen'*)er , haill Matthew Bridges (1800-1894)*
for thou hast died for me; The expression ‘mystic Rose’ in verse 2, line 5,

thy praise shall ne.ver, never fail is a medieval title for the Blessed Virgin, and is
throughout eternity. combined here with a reference to Isaiah 11. 1.



In the light of the risen son
We worship today

Faithful one, whose word is life:
come with saving power

to free our praise,

inspire our prayer

and shape our lives

for the kingdom of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Invitation to CONFESSION
Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed for us.

Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil and confessing our
sins with a sincere and true heart.

Confession (please sit or kneel)

When we do not live in the joy of the resurrection
but are caught up in the demands of the world

Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy

When there are no signs of spring in our hearts
And we neglect to care for our world

Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy

When we fail to see Christ in friend and stranger
And we fail to see Christ in ourselves

Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy



May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and
strengthen us by his Spirit and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord Amen.

Please stand to sing the Gloria

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth, Lord God,
Heavenly King, almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; You are seated at the right
hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

THE COLLECT (Prayer of the week - found on the pew sheet)

Risen Christ,

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life

and fill us with your peace,

to the glory of God the Father.



HYMN 621 - Dear Lord and Father of mankind

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways!
Re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,

in deeper reverence, praise;

in deeper reverence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,

the gracious calling of the Lord,

let us, like them, without a word,
rise up and follow thee;

rise up and follow thee.

O Sabbath rest by Galilee!

O calm of hills above,

where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity

interpreted by love!

interpreted by love!

Drop thy still dews of quietness,

till all our strivings cease;

take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess

the beauty of thy peace;

the beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire

thy coolness and thy balm;

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;

speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm;

O still, small voice of calm.

Please remain standing for the GOSPEL READING



Jesus is risen from the dead
Alleluia!

He has defeated death

Alleluia!

Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing
Alleluia!

He has the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 24: 36-48
While the eleven and their companions were talking about what they had

heard, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’
They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.
He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your
hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and
see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that | have.” And
when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their
joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you
anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and
ate in their presence. Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that | spoke
to you while | was still with you - that everything written about me in the law
of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written,
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

We stand to affirm our Faith

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,

the one for whom we exist?

We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,

died for us and rose again?

We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God

and makes Christ known in the world?

We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.

This is our faith.

We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Lead by Christine
Please sit or kneel
These responses may be used

Risen Christ Jesus
Open the tombs of our hearts

at the end

God of the Easter faith

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.



Banns of Marriage, Notices and time of sharing

THE PEACE (please stand)
These words may be used

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,
‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you
And also with you. Alleluia.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

OFFERTORY HYMN 598 - Before the throne of God
(During the hymn the bread & wine are brought forward and the altar is prepared]

Before the throne of God above

I have a strong, a perfect plea:

a great High Priest, whose name is Love,
whoever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on his hands,

my name is written on his heart;

I know that while in heaven he stands
no tongue can bid me thence depart,

no tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair,
and tells me of the guilt within,
upward I look, and see him there
who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Saviour died,
my sinful soul is counted free;

for God, the Just, is satisfied

to look on him and pardon me,

to look on him and pardon me.



Behold him there! the risen Lamb!
my perfect, spotless Righteousness,
the great unchangeable | AM,

the King of glory and of grace!

One with my Lord, | cannot die;

my soul is purchased by his blood;
my life is hid with Christ on high,
with Christ, my Saviour and my God,
with Christ, my Saviour and my God.

Charitie Lees De Chenez (1841-1923)*
Risen Lord Jesus Christ, we believe you, and all we have heard is true.
When you break bread

May we recognise you as the fire that burns within us
that we may bring light to your world. Amen

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

[Please sit or kneel - The choir may remain standing]
The Lord be with you

and also with you

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.



We praise you for Jesus Christ,
risen to life, eternal as your love.
With the women at the tomb,
we raise the strain of gladness.

Lord of all life,

you created the universe,

where all living things reflect your glory.
You give us this great and beautiful earth,
to discover and to cherish.

You sent your Son to live among us,
Jesus our Saviour, Mary’s child.

He suffered on the cross;

he died to save us from our sins;

he rose in glory from the dead,

and we share his risen life.

You send your Spirit
to bring new life to the world,
and clothe us with power from on high.

And now we give you thanks that

The day of resurrection has come,

scattering fear and gloom.

And so we rejoice with all your people of every time and place,
and with angels and archangels,

to proclaim the glory of your name

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest.



Father, on the night before he died,

Jesus shared a meal with his friends.

He took the bread, and thanked you.

He broke it, and gave it to them, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.

After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine.
He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you.

This is my blood,

the new promise of God’s unfailing love.

Do this in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Father, as we bring this bread and wine,
and remember his death and resurrection,
send your Holy Spirit,

that we who share these gifts

may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood.

Pour your Spirit on us

that we may love one another,
work for the healing of the earth,
and share the good news of Jesus,
as we wait for his coming in glory.

For honour and praise belong to you, Father,
with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit:
one God, for ever and ever praising you and singing



Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever.

Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ
Though we are many, we are one body

Because we all share in one bread.

The Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.



Come to this table, because Jesus loved you and gave himself for you.
Come and meet the risen Christ, for we are his Body.

All are welcome to come forward to receive the bread and the wine or a
blessing, it is helpful for us if you say your name when you come to the front.

An anthem is usually sung by the Choir and then a HYMN is also sung during
Communion. (Please remain seated)

Anthem: Author of life (McDowall)

HYMN 489 - From heaven you came

From heaven you came, helpless babe,
Entered our world, your glory veiled;
Not to be served but to serve,

And give your life that we might live.
This is our God, the Servant King,

He calls us now to follow him,

To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King.

There in the garden of tears,

My heavy load he chose to bear;
His heart with sorrow was torn,
'Yet not my will but yours,' he said.
This is our God, the Servant King,
He calls us now to follow him,

To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King.

Come, see his hands and his feet,
The scars that speak of sacrifice,
Hands that flung stars into space
To cruel nails surrendered.

This is our God, the Servant King,
He calls us now to follow him,

To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King.



So let us learn how to serve,

And in our lives enthrone him;

Each other's needs to prefer,

For it is Christ we're serving.

This is our God, the Servant King,
He calls us now to follow him,

To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Said by a minister and found on the weekly pew sheet.

Living God,

your Son made himself known to his disciples
in the breaking of bread:

open the eyes of our faith,

that we may see him in all his redeeming work;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

THANKSGIVING PRAYER

Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life.

We are fed by your love,

we are strengthened by your life.

We are sent forth into this world to live your way and share your joy.
We are now commissioned to:

feed as we have been fed,

forgive as we have been forgiven,

love as we have been loved.

Thanks be to God.

Amen.



HYMN 218 - Thine be the glory

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,

Endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won;
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
Kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,

Endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won!

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;

Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;

Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,

Endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won!

No more we doubt thee, glorious prince of life;

Life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife;

Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love;
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,

Endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won!

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed Alleluia!



THE BLESSING

The God of peace,

Who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
That great shepherd of the sheep,

Through the blood of the eternal covenant,

Make us perfect in every good work to do his will,
Working in us that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
And the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be upon you and remain with you,

be upon those you love, pray for and care for
now and for evermore.

Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
Alleluia, Alleluia

In the name of Christ
Alleluia, Alleluia



